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GOOD evening and welcome back
to Loftus Road for tonight’s Capital
One Cup tie against Swindon Town.

I'd also like to extend a warm
welcome to Mark Cooper and his
staff, as well as the Swindon directors,
players and supporters

I'm pleased to see that Mark has
taken the job there on a permanent
basis. It's 2 great opportunity for him,
getting back into management in
league football.

I'm writing these notes prior te
our trip to Boiton on Saturday, but |
was delighted with the win against
Ipswich here just over a week ago.

There's no better feeling in the world
than scoring a last-minute winner. Time
was running out and you thought it
wasn't going to happen for us.

But luckily encugh, Tom Hitchcock
came on and scored. It was great {o
see young Tom get the winning goal.

It was a fantastic moment for him
and dad Kevin, our goalkeeping coach.

We've made a good start and have
got some points on the board early.
We want to keep progressing in all

LET’S KEEP THE
MOMENTUM GOING

competitions. Winning is a good habit
- and we want to keep that going
We'll make a few changes for
tonight’s cup tie, but it's up to the
players who come in to do the job.
That being said, there’s not really
an opportunity for me to rotate too

much - we're a little short on numbers.

But were working tirelessly to
improve the squad overall. We feel
there are things we still need to do
to give us a strong enough group to
challenge for promotion.

| still feel there are two or thres
areas of the team we can improve on.

The chairman, Ruben, Philip and
evervbody else at the club are doing
their best. Our scouts are out looking
at as many plavers as possible and
we're still tryving to improve the squad.

But we're happy with the business
we've done so far. We feal there's a
good atmosphere within the sgquad.

We've got a good group of players
who want to be here - and that's the
most important thing of all

Finally, we've had some great
support in the opening weeks of
the season.

The fans have got us going in the
home games against toth Sheffield
Wednesday and Ipswich and | can't
thank you enough.

Enjoy the game.
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Rangers CEO Philip Beard provides his laiest

programme notes...

THE Capital One Cup is a welcome
distraction from the Championship
and tonight we welcome Swindon
Town to Loftus Road for what
promises to be an entertaining
second-round tie.

It is always interesting to see how
managers approach cup ties. Some
see them as a distraction and opt to
put out a second string, but Harry
views it the other way

He has always picked a strong side
in cup competitions i g
for momentum and confi
alone the feel good factor that a ¢
run generates for fans and everyon
else associated to a club

For me personally, 8 QPR cup run
is really important as the FA Cup and
Capital One Cup give me a chance to
have a fun bet with our club secretary,
Terry Springett. Now, before alerting
the football authorities to any illegal
betting activity, | should stress that
the bets are purely forfeits and no
cash is exchanged, win or lose!

My "bet’ with Terry, who has been
with the club for over 25 years, Is
built around her well-founded view
that QPR don't have a good cup
record. Indeed, history suggests that
since 1967, we've had one of the
poorest in football

| know Terry well enough to know
that she wants us to win every cup
tie as much as any other QPR fan, but
her years at the ciub have taught ner
to have realistic expectations, and this
means she isn't too surprised i our
name isn't in the hat for future rounds.

|, on the other hand, dream of a day
out at Wembley and in my wildest
dreams | can visualise the team going
up to get the League Cup trophy in
March next year!

So | am hoping for another win
tonight to keep our 100 percent home
record intact.

| should probably clarify the bet |
have with Terry. If we win tonight |
get a free lunch and Terry gets the

-~
o

same if we lose. The stiakesgo up If
we progress and if we were to reach a
final this season, the loser will be Jude
the Cat for the home fixture after it!
Not that Terry would mind if it means
QPR picking up our first piece of cup
silverware since 1967!

As you all know, there are six
days left until the end of the transfer
window, with the deadline extended
this summer owing to a full day of
fixtures on the final day of the month
this Saturday.

| really think we have done some
fine business since July 1st and the
squad is looking more balanced for
the long season ahead of us

I'he spint in the camp is also the
best | have known in my time here.
Winning helps but having the right
characters and professionals i1s zslso
vitally important

Enjov the game.

Philip




THE BIG
INTERVIEW

INTERVIEW 'B

MUCHhosbeenmadeﬁusswnmerdm: '
whosecharacteroﬁhepdchm!clmhewubiﬁlvonﬁ

With the signing of Gary O'Nell, boss Hamy Redknapp
prought in 10 QPR yet another player who many believe 1o
possess those qualiies.

The 30year-old tumed down a new coniract offer from West Ham
Unifed in the close season — doing so in a bid for firsteam footioall.

Hoops caught up with O'Nell prior to our frip 1o Bolion Wanderers
on Saturday fo find out how the midfielder is setting inio life af
Loftus Road...
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Gary, firstly, how are you finding life
as a QPR player?

Good. Settling in has beenm

C fin *‘1‘3! 5cr*f"-"| Therearea
great set of lads here, and obviously
| know the Cca""mg staff quite well

to 'QI' me to

se fthe lads
alr e some
grea e been

You came on to make your debut in
our recent home win over Ipswich
Town. How pleased were you with
your perforrnance‘-‘

40 minutes | think, nut I enjoyed it
The last-minute goal helpad - it was
importa y gt the win. It was a
bigg us and we managed t
make sure we got it

Victory was certainly dramatic,
wasn’t it, with Tom Hitchcock also
coming from the bench to make his
first-team debut - and scoring at the
death as you Said for a 1-0 win?

 daserved




in there and kept a . That
was important - if one
in the le gm: this f ans
are good at the moment. Teams will

come to Loftus Road and make it
difficult for us to break them dov
but | think that's something we're
going to have te learn to live with. The
VEar we were in > {:hamo’mm,nm at
West Ham, we struggled quite badly
at home. Our away form was miles
better. It is something that you have
to come up against son
teams come and make it difficult and
raise their game. Y
to be patient. as w
Ipswich, and we go
It was also grest
the mark so early
start for him

etimes, where

Was there an element of nerves on
your part with it being most QPR
fans’ first chance to watch you
closely in action?

| think so. But | think there's always
an element of nerves in every football

ink ;‘,",(‘, e Teams will come
e how ..-“ -..'-—", -._‘ ‘-
demanding in front = s
of that r.ﬂ:;n‘.- peopie any -‘r;, Bﬂd
D-’zr"orm It's a lot « raining
013."’1\_1 with lo who've

y
E rRot

f:\':"S

bt:‘ﬁ brilliant in tra
beenableiotake t
You get a little ¢
every game, but the urst few are
always a little bit more nerve-wracking.

Your debut was certainly well

received by your new supporters.

How pleasing is that?
it is mr\nxhg | had to

,r_,‘; ig ht .muwc d, which

'mf ?r:t mind going
I syen :"EO_.L:,[". I'm
ar like \.-‘-.-’n:::r*:-'-- [

and Junior
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Born:

fay 15th 1983 (ags 30)
Place of birth:
Beckenham,
Height: 57t 8ins
Position: Micifielder

aland

: : Walsall (ioam)
7 games (D.goals)
2004 Cardiff City (loan)
S games (1 geal),

109 games (B goals),

4

Queens Park Rangers |

game {0 goak)

207 Middlesbroligh

You’ve only just recently signed
but have been training with the
club since the beginning of the
season. Prior to our trip to Bolton
Wanderers at the weekend, what
have you made of our start?

It's been good - the lads have
done great. When you go down,
sometimes you can have a slow start
because you're getting used to the
league and you're playing with new
players. So far, we've managed to
get off to a decent start. But there
are some difficult games coming up
and we've got to make sure we're siill
picking up points.

Team spirit - or the lack of it - was
heavily criticised last season. But
there have been wholesale changes
at Loftus Road this summer. Having
come in clean, how is the current
mood in the camp?

| was surprised how good it was
when | first came in - especially after
hearing rumours about last year. By
the time | got here, everyone was

getting on great and focused on
achieving the targets that the club
have set for this season. We want to
try and win promotion.

And you are no stranger to
promotion, Gary, having won it
previously with both Portsmouth
and West Ham United. How does
this current GPR side compare?

| think it's right up there, but we
need to make sure we continue to
perform on a regular basis. You are
going to have low points during the
season and when we do, we naed to
migke sure that they don't last too long
- and we don't get dragged down by
poor results that will inevitably come in
the Championship, because you play
S0 many games against some tough
teams. | think if we can make sure that
we all stay in there and that we're all
together, | don't see any reason why
we shouldn't go very, very close.

This evening, our league campaign
takes a backseat with the visit of
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Swindon Town in the Capital One
Cup. Would you welcome a cup run,
or are you more concerned with our
push for promotion?

| think we just have to go out and
try and win the game. You can't
look too far ahead, we have to treat
tonight as another game. We don't
want to lose tonight, it's not a good
habit to be getting into, and we'll be
trying our best to win. It's important
that we continue our good start,
because that's vital. And by a good
start, | don't just mean the first few
games, more the opening 10. We
need Lo make sure we continue Lthe
way we're going.

And finally - your thoughts on
tonight’s game?

it’'ll be a tough game. Swindon
will put up a good fight - they're
a decent side who've enjoyed a
few good seasons recently. Il be
difficult, maybe ancther one of those
frustrating ones where we have to
dig in for spells, but it's important
that we get hold of the ball and try
and move it around. hoops
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Sporis presenter, author and lifelong Rangers f
%ynyanhiongwesusunaltemohve aiallthiqn&QPR...

WHEN | was growing up, my main
sources of QPR news were a)
Teletext, and b) those premium
rate footie phone lines charging
£1.50 a minute. Which was a bit of
a drag, realily.

Th‘_.--'“ r choice w, sither
= dally il Was er

much easier as a Qf
moment Tom Hitchce
against Ipswich h

on Twitter...

Tom Hitchcock literally lived my
dream yesterday.

Same as all of us Rob, same as all of
us. While @Meg_x wrote..

Tom Hitchcock comes on, Ipswich

'The moment Tom
fans sing ‘who are ya,’” Hitchcock fiiia = S e
CHCT ICOCK ULl

scores winner that they will not be
forgetting in a whn‘e

etacl ali=aas
WS LUK ITITUIRLI

C“'"”‘_j‘ I for oL Ir ohones
e AU A TS0
@RIk 3 ANc ot All e
while w uT< ihg the Spanish foothall. iU T Ul TS
Just watched Neymar's debut. Not information wa'd

bad, obviousiy can’t be as good as
Tom Hitchcock, but not bad.
Agreed. In fact, 48 6million-quid-
signing Neymar didn't come on until
his Barcelona side were 6-0Q up. A
\955 pressure than ceming on for your
ebut against the Tractor Boys with
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Provider of siats, facts and trivia about the R’s, Paul
Jenkins from @qpr_stals fakes a look at tonight’s fixdure...

WELCOME to this evening’s
second round Capital One Cup
clash against Swindon Town of
League One.

Tonight is @PR’s 165th League
Cup match of all-time. Rangers have
made the final on two occasions in
1967 and 1986, reached the semi-
finals in 1977 and the quarter-
finals on three occasions
in 1969/70, 1984/85 and.
most recently, in 1988/89.

The R's victory at
Exeter City in the last
round was our 82nd
win in the history of the
competition, while our
302 strikes puts Rangers
in 14th place in the ali-time
list of geals scored. This is the
42nd time in the League Cup’s 54
years that QPR have played in the
second round, and the Hoops have
progressed to the third round on 31
previous 0ccasions.

Rodney Marsh is our highest
League Cup scorer with 20 goals
in the competifion, which
remarkably includes four in
a match on two separate
occasions. Marsh, of
course, was instrumental
in the 1967 cup win,
scoring 10 goals on the
way to the final and
getting the egualiser
on that historic day at
Wembley. Allan Wilks helds
the club record of five goals in a
match, achieved in a second-round
fixture against Oxford United in
October 1967.

The R's and Swindon are the
only two English teams to win a
major domestic trophy while plying
their frade outside of the top two
divisions. QPR's famous League
Cup victory of 1967 as a Third
Division team was matched by
Swindon when they beat Arsenal

two seasons later.

We have crossed swords with
the Robins many times over the
years. You have to go way back
to 1899 for our first encounter.

That was Swindon's 5-3 Southern
League win at one of Rangers’
many homes of the past, Kensal
Rise Athletic Ground.
In all, QPR have played
Town 133 times, winning
58 of the previous
fixtures and drawing
27. In April 1930, the
R’s beat Swindon 8-3,
which is the only time
Rangers have recorded
that particular score. It is
also the joint-highest-scoring
match in our history. The other
eleven-goal game came in our
record 2-2 win against Tranmere
Rovers eight months later.

The Hoops' biggest League Cup
victory was an 8-1 mauling of Crewe
Alexandra in October 1983, eclipsing
an 8-2 win against Sheffield

Wednesday 10 years earlier. The
Alex win was the last time
that QPR have scored
eight or more goals in a

match and also the last
time that six different
players have scored in
the same fixture.

Finally, could there
be penalties tonight?
Rangers have praviously

been involved in three League
Cup shoot-outs.

QPR won away at both Derby
County in 1280/81 and Grimsby
Town in 1982/93 after spot-kicks, but
most recently lost at home against
Cardiff City in the 1999/2000 season.

The next R's clean sheet will be
our 50th in the competition. Fingers
crossed we can achiave that
landmark tonight and progress to
the next round.

§ICE

N

Delaney proved to
be the match-winner
a5 OPR came from
behind fo win away
st Swirdon Townin
the first round of the
Leagus Cup.

The R's took the lead

MchNamee's cross, but
headed in to eguaiise.

Delaney lasheg in
from i2 yards on 54
minutss and QPR
withheld lale prassure
to eam victory.

Barnsley v Southampion
Brstol City v CPalace
Bumisy v Praston
Burton v Fulham
Carlisie v Leicester
Doncaster viesds
Hudderstield v Charfion
teyton Onent v Hull
Lverpodl v Notis County
Norwach v Bury
Peterboroush v Reading
QPR v Swindon
Sunderiand v MK Dons
Tranmer=2 v Bolton
West Ham v Cheltenham
Yeowl v Birmengnam
Vest Brom v Newport
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WE WELCOME Swindon Town to for Harry Redknapp’s mean Y
Loftus Road this evening for tonight’s wenty-yaar-old Tom Hitchcock Ia.les' %ﬁ-ﬂ
second round Capital One Cup tie. hit the iate goal against the {2

: Nl i O S Skl S O To win the 2013/14
e e e e League Cup:
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A WARM WELCOME TO
OUR VISITORS THIS EVENING

SWINDONTOWN

ESTABLISHED 1879 -




BBC Radio London correspondent Bradley Allen
takes a closer look at this evening’s opponents...

MARK Cooper has now been
appointed boss on a permanent basis
and that can only be a good thing for
Swindon in terms of stability.

Stability is important at any club
and after the departure of Kevin
MacDenald, Mark - who's previously
worked at both league and non-
league level - is the man now tasked
with shaping @ young group of
players into a team.

Working at Spurs, | know a number
of the plavers currently on loan at
Swindon from White Hart Lane, or
who have joined from Tottenham on
a permanent basis.

The two full-backs, Nathan Byrne
and Jack Barthram, are both very
hungry, young players who are
determined to get first-team football,
They're both now at the County
Ground on permanent deals.

Massimo Luongo is also back at
Swindon for a second loan spell after
going there at the end of Iast season.
He's a cultured footballer who's a
good passer of the ball. He's started
the season well.

Then there's Alex Pritchard,
another one that's on loan. I've
coached Alex and he's a diminutive
little midfielder who's very technical.
He did very well faor Spurs in the
NextGen games last season.

Experienced captain Darren Ward
is going to be key in helping guide

24 HOOPS

these young set of players. He

will have to take on a big role and
responsibility both on and off the field
this season.

it's a2 great chance for the younger
players. The aim for most of them
will be to bridge the gap between
academy and professional football,
making that step up to first-team
level by racking up a number of
appearances and being consistent.

Before the weekend, Swindon
already had two wins from four on the
board and - despite a disappointing
defeat at Shrewsbury - that will have
instilled some confidence going into
their League One home clash with
Gillingham on Saturday.

Those victories - one in the leagus
and another in the Capital One Cup
against Torquay to take them through
to tonight - will have given the
players belief in what the manager is
asking them to do, and they’'ll see this
evening as a great opportunity to do
well on a good stage.

I'm sure Harry Redknapp will field
a relatively strong side but will also
want to give certain players more
minutes on the pitch.

This isn't necessarily a
straightforward tie and Rangers will
have to do a professional job.

| expect a really exciting game of
football. The young Spurs players
that | mentioned are all technically
gifted, and it's really rewarding for
me to see them prograss and make
it to first-team level. | know they're
all desperate to be professional
footballers and will be looking
forward to tonight's challenge. QPR
will have to play well.

Nevertheiess, the home side will
start as strong favourites with the
strength of their squad.

It would be great to see Rangers
have a cup run. It's long overdue in
maost supporters’ eyes because it’s
been a long time coming.

17.08.2013
SHREWSBURY 2
SWINDON O

Goals in either half
from Adam Reach

and Tom Bradshaw
saw Shrewsbury to

a deservad first win

of the season Reach,
making his debut.
robbed Swindon
defender Grant Hall

on haifway and then
powered forward,
keeping his cool

to fire past Wes
~oderingham:. Swindon
made little impression
‘going forward, with a
shot from Ryan Harley
Substifute Bradsiaw
made sure of the points
when he dspossessad
Nathan Byrne and
scored at the near post.




17082013
LOST2:0

head-fo-head record

QPR DRAW SWIN
1003 2013 League 28 23 3
STEVENAGE e > 5 )
WON 10 EA Cup i 0 3

------------------------------------------- Total 41 23 35

06.08.2013
TORQUAY (H) crascue
WON 10

30072013
CIRENCESTER (A) rtiny
WON 3-1

17072013
BIRMINGHAM (H) ey
1OST 30

in the news

MARK Cooper is looking forward to being able to
fully stamp his mark on Swindon Town now he has
been appointed the club’s manager on a permanent
basis, report the Swindon Advertiser.

Cooper - previously carstaker for five-an ‘a—'ﬁ:i?'
weeks after the resignation of former boss Kevi
MacDonsld - was handed a t

“It’s all systems go now.” he said

o‘aukhority when you're caretaker, although y
lavers know where they stand.

“I'd like to think we've moved

a

“It is difficult to have that stamp and air
/ou do try your best. Now

o, |
[®] G
l

it on a step. We've produced scme good
T C

performances, | ve had some fantastic support from the fans. It's an exciting
,‘«31 ce to be at the moment

I've been there C—f ore, done it in the Championship and I'm looking Torward
to doing it in League One with “w'-.-'-."‘:iur- Town, and hopefully being part of the
furniture for 2 while o come

o-year deal last ‘L.PC\N_ ) re——

honours

Tier 2 play-off
winners: 1922/80
1992/93 Tier 3
champions: 1255/26,
runners-up: 1962/83,
1968/69, play-off
winners: 1385/87.
Tier 4 champions:
1985/86, 2011/12.

1913/14. League Cup
winners: 1265
Anglo-italian Cup
winners: iI270.

fransfers

Inc Jack Barthram,
Tottenham (Tresk Alex
Srrith-Fulham Gres)
Tijare Has, Chaves
firesy Masaimic LUCRgo,
Tettenham (Joan), Grant
HaE, Tottenham (loan);
Natran Hyme Tottenham
(,;n,;;_ iosed), Alex
Pritchard, Tottenham
.-vn Harry Agombar,
F ioriens (ree) Ryan
Ma=on, Tolienham (loan):
Ryen Hafsy, Bnghion
{free); Tyroli Balford,
Laverpool (free) Yaser
Kasim, Brighion (fres):
E=phae! Ross Branco,
Whitehawk (free); Nile
Hanoer, Newcastle (free)

Out Agen Fint, Brstol
City (undisciosad). Gary

Roberis, Chesterfeld (fraa)

Joe Devera, Portsmauith
(free), Simon Fermy,

Portsmotth (free); Raffasls

De Vita, Bragford (fres),
Alan McCormacdk, Breniford
(free) James Collins,
Hbemian (E200k) Lue
Rooney. Crawiey (lean).
Released: Tommy Miller
Chrs Smith
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| Wes Foderingham

(Alls'f*‘

England
Crystal Palace
ic ‘keeper. | think

he's reslly set the standar J t this
club over the last couple £350Ns
He's a great guy who work:, ha:o He
always has & bit to say! But he's very
mature for his young age

Jack Barthram
NCier
Je "\9 Country

g England

Previous Club: Tottenham Hotspur
J&t L has come in and been
unfortunate not to start for most of
the early season matches. But he is
a very, very go-"-d defender. He geLS
involved with everyt! ung and works
hard. He's waiting for his chance and
that could come very soon

England
Tottenham Hotspur
Nathan's a fantastic guy. He's a
really good player who's re cﬁtl

come in. He's a real bubbly character
and is always good to have around
the place. He speaks his mind when he
needs to. He's a fantastic young player
and is definitely one for the future.

)5 Grant Hall

] England
revious s Clut (_')n loan from Spurs

Q
ne

Yo ver guess that Grant is the
ag(ﬁ Th it hei S' He acts a lot older
than his age. It's been a privilege to

play alongside him since he's come
in and I've been really surprised by
his knowledage of the game. The
position he plays in holds a lot ©
responsibility, but he seems to take
that in his Str\ ie. He's alw
to learn and, so far, hds ha-_. 3 ve
good C'ar‘ tD the season.

C

Ui
EJ“

® O
" X
z

@
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~cuntry: England

: Club: Fulham

Alex is another young lad who's
got an amazing left foot on him
He scored an amazing go 1
a free-kick in pre-season. He tak
quite a lot of free-kicks in trainin

and 15 VEery, very Impressive ”r@r“. set-
pieces. He's worked hard so far tf
the do

season and is knocking on
for first-team footbail.

and a guy t
shy in me- tack
tack!e you, e!l
A very tidy playe
de.hnder too

Rycm Harley

e )
J. L

N

evious Club: Br
Yaser is a very, v

come in and got on with his job very
-
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“Nathan is anofher brig

got a very, very good strike on

him. He's scored a few goals for

us now, from last season as well,
including a few from long range. He
works really, really hard at his game
and is always looking to learn. He's
always smiling!

)'s qun Mason
E Nickfiekder
22 -_'-,:«-_Jr" ry
ous ( : On loan from Spurs
| was dl Miilwail with him pn—wousl;
and he's got amazing sbility, |
know he's rated very, very highly at
Tottenham and he's a real nice guy

Alex Pritchard

Vidiiielkder

20

England

ntry Englanu

r IS . On loan from Spurs
‘>n ch’, alrhough not a very tall guy,
has got a good presence about him
on the pitch. He's a very. very tricky
customer who's rated really highly
Hopefully he can fulfil his potential for
s this season.

_o Tijane Reis
Midfielder
Age: 22 Country. England

Previous Club: Chaves (Portugal)
Tijane is a good up-and-coming
young player - a very tricky playear
who has a lot of pace and a very.
very good shot on him. He's left-
footed. which always gives you
that edge over others. Another real

nice guy
Louis Thompson
“TI': England
Js Club: Trainee

Li!-e hb brorher Nathan, Louis loves
a tackle. He's come up through the
ranks and is a real pleasure to train
and play with, because he gives
everything. He's someone you'd want
with vou in the trenches

-ﬁrospec’r cnd a guy that
| like a lot. He's not shy in the fackle and when he
does tackle you, he'll send you into row ZI”

Country: England

s Club: Newcastle United
MIL s only been at the club for a
short period of time but from what
| hear, the ability he has is right

up there with some of the best
Hopefully he can come here, show
everyone what he's made of and
fulfil his potential

| Miles Storey
9 Country: England
DU ub: Trainee

M]ies 1 another young guy -
another bright prospect. I'm starting
to feel old! He's JDTTJdQﬁt whao's come
up through the ranks and Pa's got

a lot of pace about him. He's a very
direct player and has .emurrzd quite
a few times already this season. in
addition to pre-season.

_' MMIIiams

v England

- o Yeovil Town

W Ho IS ,r,eT ne collector at the
minute! On the pitch he's one that
does a lot of the running. He's a very
quick player and he's a great guy to
have zround the changing room

v: England

“lub: Millwall

I'm the grandad of the team! I'm
the one with the expenience

and, being the captain, have the
responsibility of helping and
leading the players on and off the
pitch. I feel as good and as fit as
ever and can still give the younger
lads a run for their money! Long
may that continue.




An alternative look at today’s
visitors from Wilishire...

Swindon progressed
well during the
1981/92 campaign.
Glenn Heddle's first
full season as player/
manager, and just
missed out on the
Second Division
play-offs. A seasen
later, they best
Leicester City 4-3 in
the Division One play-
off final to achieve
promation to the
Premier League -
bringing top-division
football to the club
for the first time.

But Hoddle left that
summer and Swindon
were relegaied at the
end of 1993/94 sfter
recording enly five
wins and conceding
100 goals. The

latter record has yet
to be broken.

Cooper was first tasked with

charge of Swindon Town ahead of the 2013/14
season. The 44-year-old former assistant took
over as caretaker boss following the departure of
Kevin MacDonald in July. And with no permanent
replacement then decided on, Cooper led Town

into their cpening-day tnp to

Peterborough United. Cooper, cnce a midfielder
with Exeter City, started his managerial career &

S -

Tamworth before joining Kettering and then Posh

in Novermnber 2009. But his {i
was short lived
after only 13 games, eight of

with the club bottom of the Championship. Cooper
has since worked at Darlington, had a second stint
short spell at AFC Telford

with Kettering and 2
which lasted 30 days before
role with Swindon in March.

Appointed on a parmanent asis last weeak, Mark

Cooper's contract was terminated

the job of teking

2 B
= 2y

) former club

me at London Road

which were defeats

he took on an assistant

The following plavers have left the Robins in favour

of a move to Loftus Road -
Swindon to QPR

Name Year

Robert Jefferson 1917
Alan Fowler
Edward Painter 1941
Peter Eastece
Eric Sabin

and vice versa

QPR to Swindon

Name Year
Raobert Colvin 1903
William Cockburn 1930
Bernard Harris 1933

Charles Hill
Mick McGovern
Alan Spratley
Don Rogers
Brian Williams
David Kerslake
Ossig Ardiles
Alan McDonaid
Tony Thorpe
Jamie Cureton
Aaron Brown
Pat Kanyuka




Don Rogers was once named Swindon's all-time
cult hero by BBC Football Focus viewers. Rogers

- born in Paulten, Somerset - signad a youth
contract with Town in January 1961 at the age of
15. Having turned professional in October 1962,

he made his first-team debut in the November in

a Third Division match against Southend United
Rogers scored the two extra-time goals which won
the 1962 League Cup final for Swindon, 3-1against
Arsenal. He signed for Crystal Palace in 1872, then
joined QPR in September 1974 in an exchange deal
involving Terry Venables and lan Evans. Rogers
returned to Swindon in March 1976, in another
swap, for Peter Eastoe. In November 1276, Roger
moved on loan to the Southern League te

The County Ground is located near Swindon town
centre and has been home to Swindon Town since
1896. The current capacity of 14,700, zsll-seated, has
been at that level since the mid-1920s. A record
sttendance of 32,000 was set on January 15th 1972
against Arsenal in the third round of the FA Cup. © Yeovil Town, where he joined old Sw

u

i

North of the football stadium is Swindon Cricket

- s » mate Stan Harland. He returned two month
Club, whose pitch is also named the County Ground.

s
and, after suffering a hip injury, retired at the en
of the 1876/77 season. Rogers - who now run
sports shop in Swindon bearing his
name - had Town's South Stand
named after him ahead of the
2008/02 campaign.

wn
[v1]

When Swindon were relegated ic
League Two in 2006 it meant that
they became the first-ever former
Premier League outfit to be demoted
to the lowest FEcotball | eague division.

Swindon Town Fooiball Club was founded by
Reverend William Pitt of Liddingten in 1879.
The team turned professional in 1824
and joined the Southern League, which
was founded the same year. Swindon
entered The Foctball League in 1920 as a
founding member of Division Three and
defeated Luton Town 8-1in their first
game of the seasen. This result stands as
a record for the club in league matches.

GUEENS PARK RANGERS 29




CHI APER 8 gueen’s PARK RAR
i & FOOTBHLL CLUB
. : _f‘“"i Pro s =

The H editorial feam have
aaveg_!i%ﬁhe archives fo take a

close look af a selection of past s
@PR v Swindon Town rammes... _

1946/47 ©

Match Details: Queens Park Rangers 7, Swindon

Town O on Saturday 2ist December 1946 in Football A
League Division Three South at Loftus Road. This was ' k7 B et~ e
the first post-war meeting between the two sides. By _»::rg,ﬁ%? bt
QPR Scorers: Pattison (2), McEwan (2), Hatton, IOHNME PaTTISON e mf"‘_:‘:‘ o
Mills, Powell. i e o e D s ki ey oo
Attendance: 10,000. T [ s gy B e S, 0 e ot
The Programme: Four pages, price 2d. o Woeeady siio T ot R v e e 220 Ao g
: ; e - St i TR, o
Editorial Snippet: ‘A Waming. Over 1,250 cups have A Wernng P s ek o
.h.&gv;_.-}{ ! t:;_ *:-':'Z. o=

been stolen from the Catering department during
the last few months and the Club had no alternative
but to prosecute a person caught leaving the ground
on Wednesday with two in his possession. Only by
this means can a despicable practice be stopped. In
future, persons will be employed to watch

out for the petty pilferers and every proven

’r::: o Dl pomscssion, Onily by rf‘:‘l —
02 ool fraete: b “mnun
st pocaons Wil be axmaptarad s
o1 for $he ety pilieriry g ‘m;sm
23 = b peogeren

HERE CHRISTMAS DAY

IPSWICH Town

Division Il  Kickon 11.0 3.m.

case will be prosecuted.’ —

RANGER

FOOTBALL CLUB

OPR. Fy

NUMBER . :
- 3d. x.—._,‘_‘_-_ CHRBTE Jo S A el
TIIBFF_TO IIMMY £cieroy e o pUBLlSHED BY. THE SUPPQRTERS |

¢ boen
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| SEASON 1963-70—LEAGUE DIVISION

SWINDON TOWN

SATURDAY 20 SEPTEMEZR 1563 K 0. 3PM

1970/71

Match Details: QPR 1, Swindon 2 in the FA Cup
third round on Saturday 2nd January 1971. This
was the first FA Cup meeting at Loftus Road
between the two teams.

QPR Scorers: Marsh (pen).

Attendance: 14,840.

The Programme: 16 pages, price one shilling.

Editorial Snippet: In his ‘BUSH TELEGRAPH'
editorial notes, QPR secretary Ron Phillips wrote:
‘Today's match would receive a warm welcome

at any time as it promises to be a distinctly above
average encounter. It brings together two sides
which carried off the Football League Cup when
Third Division clubs and two of the top personalities
of the game, Don Rogers and Rodney Marsh.”

&1969/70

Match Details: QPR 2, Swindon O on Saturday
20th September 1969 in Division Two. This 4
was the first meeting of these two clubs in the
second tier of English football.

QPR Scorers: Wilks, Clarke (pen).
Attendance: 22,799.

The Programme: 16 pages, price one shilling.

Editorial Snippet: In the ‘Ranger to Ranger’
letters page, Yau Tauber of Prague wrote: ‘l shall
have always a peculiar attitude and affection

for QPR and for Ranger’s ground. It was last
year’s match v Sunderland which actually was
my very last game before | got to know about
the invasion of Czechoslovakia. It was also the
last match I really enjoyed to the full as | didn't
not have to think of the fate of my friends and
relatives | left behind in Prague.”

FA —TH&ED ROUND
SWINDON TOWN

SATURDAY 2 |JANUARY 197) KO 300 M




Prige £1.30

b Jopuairy 1983

Kichk-off 7 45pm

A, Ciip Third Round

ﬂ;lmln

"PARK v SWINDON TOWN

QUEENS

w..

&1992/93

Match Details: QPR 3, Swindon O in the FA Cup
third round on Monday 4th January 1993. This
was the first live TV game between the two
sides with action being screened on Sky.

QPR Scorers: Ferdinand (2), Penrice.
Attendance: 12,106.

The Programme: 40 pages, price £1.30. There
was a photo of Ray Wilkins on the cover.

Editorial Snippet: ‘A leading national
newspaper suggested recently that [QPR
centre-back] Darren Peacock should have his
hair cut. Manager Gerry Francis reacted by
saying: ‘It's gaood to have different characters
and perscnalities in football.
Darren's hairstyle is fine by
me, as long as it doesn’t
affect the way he piays.”
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1993/94 ©

Match Details: Swindon 1, QPR O in the Premier
League on Wednesday 24th November 1993.
This was the first top-flight meeting between
the two sides. It also brought rock-bottom
Swindon’s first win of the season at the 16th
attempt and sparked a massive celebratory
pitch invasion on the final whistle.

Attendance: 14,147.

The Programme: 32 pages, price £1.50.

Editorial Snippet: Swindon boss John Gorman
wrote: ‘Queens Park Rangers have earned a fine
reputation over the past couple of decades for
the quality of their football and their current
side, under the direction of Gerry Francis, is
rated one of the best. There is certainly plenty
of guality on show. Les Ferdinand, who in the
past two seasons has blasted his way into the

f bracket of England strikers, and Ray Wilkins

i who seems to have been around for ever.”

; RICE £1.50
THE OFFICIAL MATCHDAY MAGAZINE OF SWINDON TOWN F.C. Pl
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Match Details: Swindon 1, QPR 2 in the League
Cup second round, first leg on Wednesday
18th September 1996. This was the first
League Cup meeting between the two teams.
QPR Scorers: Dichio, Impey

Attendance: 7,843.

The Programme: 48 pages, price £1.50.

Editorial Snippet: ‘Houston in the hot seat...
Stewart Houston took over as manager of
QPR on Monday and tonight is his first game
in charge. The former Arsenal number two
decided to accept the job of getting Rangers
back into the top flight to end weeks of
speculation as to who was going to be Ray
Wilkins' successor.’ '

Footnote: Swindon won the second leg 3-1

after extra-time at Loftus Road for a 4-3
aggregate victory.
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IN 1998, the late, gr:
Alan McDonald returned fo Loftus

Road for the first and only time as
an opposition player. And what an
incredible fixture it proved o be -

ven if it did end in defeat for ns

Park Rangers.

Macca, of course, previously enjoyed
17 years at QPR after rising through the
club’s youth systern. He would amass
nearny 500 senior appearances for the
Super Hoops.

Back in W12 as g Swindon Town player
on that March aftemoon, the former
defender was thrown in at the deep end
when Robins 'keeper Fraser Digby was
sent off after just 22 minutes.

\ A 4%

With no substifufe goalkeeper, Macca
tock the gloves. Not only that — he aiso
kept a clean sheet for some 70-odd
minutes, as 10-man Swindon recorded a
2-1 victory over Rangers.

34 HODOPS




Fraser, we would like to get your
memories of that eventful fixture
played here at Loftus Road.
Firstly, what do vou recall about

E_i_o what happened next?

mire

Macca went on to keep a clean sheet
and Iffy Onuora headed home to
seal 10-man Swindon’s improbable

2-1 victory. It was an
extraordinary match
all round, wasn't it?

it was indeed ~

The ironic thing was that your red
card was eventually overturned on
appeal, wasn't it?

What type of a character was the
late Alan McDonald?

"Macca
volunteered
fo go in goal
straight away...
He didnt do
things by the
ook as far as
goalkeeping
fechnique is
concemed,
but he was very
effective!”




wadays,_ Fraser?

?
y Qo into footbal

You eventually went on

to play for QPR yourself
from November 2001 to
January 2003. What do you
remember of that spell?

Are you looking forward to tonight’s
Capital One Cup tie?

What was lan Holloway like?

s cha

Because of the severe financial
problems at GQPR back then, there
was a great coming together of
the players, fans and everyone
involved - all were working in
unison, weren't they?




OLD McDO
HAS A
CHARM

But hothead Quashie |
must keep his temper |

MALCOLM NUGENT at LOFTUS ROAD
QPR1 Swindon =2

RANGERS star Migel Quashis has e, Bos ¥ didws ks any
mistakes that cost us & goal

been branded a hothead and told "It was a very emotionsl day for me

to calm down. anyway. Having spest most of my
The blast came from former caresr hers, I've silll gor lowe of good

team-msate Alan McDonald, who “"_E}‘f‘f e Hoite e g :

marked his return to Loftus , There w=s a linls bit o oL

A ealing Rangers but #t was grear

Road with a Roy of the Rovers- g2t = result for Swindos™

style display. Rangers” fans overcame thair diss
The p clashed alter 20 minotes pnintment with The reelt to givé tha

when Swindon keoper Fraser Digby popular McDoneld 2 st ding. cvation

was unbelievably sent off for bandling and he admittad: “It's rare thot a

the ball marginally cuiside his ares layer is given such & good reception
Quashis, just 19 and tpped as & rom both sefs of fans”

future England midficlder. rowed with McDonald, 35, made saveral good

several Swindon players as they pro- stops. But it wss the way the remaine

tested to referce Alan Butler. He was ing outfleld players worked for urnder-

eventuslly pushed away by McDonald. fire boss Steve McMahon thet most
The contre-back, who spent 17 years impressed.

with Rangers, ssid: “The sending—off

n

was disgraceful. 1 was telling Nigel to Spil‘it
get sway but he wouldn't listen TR
“I've seen him since and told him McDonald added: "“Players were

he wes wrong snd he hes apofogised ing sbout in
“He's talented but he's a very hot- they had no enaTgY

headed young guy. He will have 1o “There’s a good spirls in the sgusd

learn from experience not 10 get and the manzager s doing the right

caught up in situations like that things. The players are 1 ‘behing

71 don’t know what he was op t6, him. He's = fa ulous gu
but he should just sten away” The msich siarted ghtly for
Ihe incident sparked Swindon - Hangers with Qusshie ficing them

with McDonald taking ovar in goal — ahead [n the eizhth minute, "but by
o only their third win in 19 games. the end home fans were chenting
The Northern Irzland internationz! ‘What a losd of ruhbish
sdded: “It was great I'm silll pinch- Qusshie went off the b
Ing myself to make sure its true. I ([racas and received some
was 2 bag of nerves but, thankfully. it ment, with bath Lee Collis
— Leitch booke< [or
€s on hi Sw
egustised with a
minute Mark Wal
penalty after Georze
Ndsh was opended by
Kari Resdy
Their winner camse
when debut boy Iffy
Onuora hesdad home in
first-helf sioppage time.
Walters  said: ~ “Alan’s
aiwsys wanted 1o go in
oal but I've never seen
im do it
“H I'm honest, 1 have
to say | didn't have
much confidence in him,
But he was su 5
“The sending—off Fred
o5 up, but maybe Rang-
ers lost concentration.”
Rangers boss Ray
Hsrford admitted: “We
just can’t find any
consistency.”™
McDONALD (Swin-
dan). Frassr Digby had
better watch oot

E:
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When | turned professional in 1957
s 3 teenager at Leyton Orient, Alec
tock was manager there. Then
| did two years in the Army for
my national service and once that
. finished, Orient made me another
. _proposition. But by this time, Alec
~ was in charge at Queens Park
. Rangers in the Third Division and |
decided to sign for him in September
1960. It was a career move and it
settled me. | didn't even know who
QPR were before that. | thought it
as a team in Scotland! That shows
how much interest | had in football at
the time. | was on top wages, which
e only £20 a week in those days.

scored on your R’s debut,
didn'tyou?
and we won 1-0 away at
“alchester United. It was a scrappy
1 think the ball was bobbling
und in the six-vard box and | stuck
foot to score the goal.

ical winger. | had two good feet
play on either the left or
wing. Exciting, tough, | got in
hi lenty of heart. | got
of playing and | think
buzz from me too.

38 HOOPS

for tracking back - | wouldn't run up
and down the touchline defending. |
used to stay out on the wing and up
the field a bit further, which was a
Godsend for the rest of our team as |
was less of a hindrance!

What was the set-up like at Loftus
Road back then?

We were a struggling club in the
Third Division with home gates as
low as 4,000. The stadium was a

tip! There was a wooden main stand
on the Ellerslie Road side with the
dressing rooms behind it. The rest of
the ground was just terracing.

What sort of a manger was

Alec Stock?

He was very much the boss - the
guvnor. Alec ran everything like
we were a First Division club and
he wouldn't have it any other way.
Everything was spick and span for
the players. The dressing rooms
were good, the kit was good. Alec
just wanted you to go out on the
pitch and do what he had brought
you in for. If you were a winger and
had a bit of speed, he wanted you
to fly up and down the wings. He




didn’t give lectures or anything like
that. He didn’t sit me down and say,
‘' want you to do this, | want you to
do that’. He would just say. ‘Go out
there and play your normal game.’

' The idea of plaving football, he left -
that up to you.

The R’s players were well looked
. after then?

Yes, although the medical side of
things wasn't great. If you got injured
in those days, you had a hot poultice.

. That was the recognised treatment. A
hot pouitice went on everything you
had, whether it was a cut or pulled
muscle, or whatever.

You moved away from Rangers
a couple of times to join Wolves
and later Brentford. But you kept
returning for what became three

- separate spells. Did you always want
to come back to Loftus Road?

. Football is a matter of opinion.
+ Fortunately when | joined QPR the

first time, | hit some great form and

i couldn't do much wrong. Other
clubs started looking at me and Alec
Stock went for the highest offer
which came in from Wolves. | could
have gone to Man City, Tottenham
Hotspur or West Ham United, but all
that Alec wanted was to deal with
the highest bidder for the money.
He was manager of a small club in
the Third Division back then, so it
was only the sales of players that
kept QPR going. Clive Clark was
sold to West Brom for £17,000 in
January 1961 and | went to Wolves
for £27,500 just eight months later.
We definitely kept Rangers afloat
with the transfers in those days. After
that. | had my ups and downs at :
Wolves as | was a player who spoke

up for myself and | didn't get on :
well with their manager, Stan Cullis.

I wasn’t happyand | wanted 3 move .
so Alec Stock - again -boughtme
back to Loftus Road nFebruary
1962. Alec knew: who | was and what

’ '}




‘Weweremllescleuraiﬂw ofDmslon

Three and we felt unbeatable

care who we

Weihoug\h;'wep'ahgdﬂ'uesadem iypeof

football

| had to oifer. Then after a couple

of years, Brentford came in for me

in 1964. | never once asked for a
transfer at Rangers but Alec said
there was an offer and he knew | was
a commodity he could sell. | went to
Brentford for two seasons untii | had
a preblem with my contract there.
Alec was aware of that and he came
in and brought me back to GPR once
more in November 1965.

Rangers really started to take off
from there, didn’t they?
Yes. There were big expectations
after QPR recruited Les Allen from
Spurs. Then | returned to the club,
. Rodney Marsh was signed and a
‘number of good players started
coming through from the youth
-~ team, suchas Ronnie Hunt, the
* Morgan twins and Frank Sibley.

could defeat anyone.”

Our blend of youth and experience
suddenly gelled. The 1966/67 season
saw QPR win the Third Division

title and the League Cup final at
Wembley. We just clicked and we
felt we couldn’t be beaten.

Wasn’t there a game where you
ripped your shorts but carried on
playing?

That was against Carlisle United in
the League Cup at Loftus Road in
December 1966. | tore my shorts on
the pitch during the match. | called
over to our trainer, Alec Farmer,

1o get a replacement pair from the
dugout. He threw them over to me
and | took the old shorts off - but all
of a sudden, the ball came to me out
on the wing. | started dribbling down
the flank with the new shorts in my
hand and none on! That seemed to



e Ay e e R,

Bl

e
MR e s P ———

a J'l‘i'hrr‘;v:w--__.l.,?. .

Uhhasinaia) rietnt it e i e

please everyocne in the crowd! In fact,
| get asked more about that incident
more than | do about the winning
goal for QPR at Wembley.

Well, let’s talk about that 1967
League Cup run. We had some great
resuits along the way, didn’t we?
We were miles clear at the top

of Division Three and we felt
unbestable. We didn't care who we
played - especially at home. We
thought we had the side and the type
of football that could defeat anyone.
We were always pumped up. It was a
fabulous | eague Cup run - especially
when we won 4-1 at Birmingham

City in the semi-final. That was our
best performance cf the season. We
absolutely slaughtered them with
every single member of our team
playing to the best of their ability.

On to the League Cup finai at
Wembley and we were 2-0 down to
First Division side West Bromwich

- I've been retired from thatfor

Albion at half-time. What was said
in the Rangers dressing room at -
that stage? :
Alec Stock was not a lecturer All L0
he did was come in and say. ‘Right, -
we're in the final so go cut and show
people what you can do. This is our
day. Let'senjoy it’

We fought back to 2-2in dramatlc
fashion, didn’t we?

We had nothing to lose. it wasa i
beautiful day and we were having
a great time at Wembley. Allour
families and friends were there. We
just went out for the second half
and had a game of football. Our:
goalkeeper, Peter Springett, hasto
take a lot of the credit as he made a
fantastic save from Jeff Astle early in
the second period that would have
put West Brom 3-0O up. Then Roger
Morgan and Rodney Marsh scored far
us fo level the match.

You got the winning goal at
Wembley. What happened?
it was a bit fortunate. Ronnie Hunt
plaved a pass to me and he carried
on running into the box. | flicked
the ball up in the air with a lot of
spin on it and it went through to
their goalkeeper, who dived down
to smother it. But he collided with -
Ronnie and the ball came out. | just
clipped it into the net past a couple
of defenders and that was that. 3-2
QPR. History was madel!

You are 74 now. What have you
been doing since your time at GPR?
| transferred from Rangers to Cryst:
Palace in November 1967 before
eventually returning to Leyton
Orient agasin. | finished playing
professionally in1972and had
already set up a transport business
couple of years before. | went on to
put all my efforts into the bussneS’s

15 years now and my son fut)s




ACTION

DEBUTANT Tom
Hitchcock scored in the
last minute to give QPR
victory over Ipswich
Town at Loftus Road.




SATURDAY 17TH AUGUST 2013 | O3 )
REFEREE: M NAYLOR | ATTENDANCE: 17.07=

POSSESSION
TOTAL SHOTS
SHOTS ON TARGET

CORNERS

W #QPRMOTM

2Q@PaulR - 5

aishmael_11- =0
alLukakul2l

aBeachDaniel - 5P

astugetty  Has ¢t

ercict: Tom Hitchcock
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Fanzine editor Clive Whiilingham brings us his own
view from the Loftus Road terraces...

SWINDON come to W12 tonight
hunting an upset, and they've
certainly got form for that against
Queens Park Rangers.

My earliest memory of a game
between these two (I'm younger than |
look) was an FA Cup third-round clash
at Loftus Road in the 1992/93 season
The Super Hoops were flying high in
the inaugural Premier League campaign
while First Division Swindon had
recovered from the illegal payments
scandal which had robbed them of
a top-flight place in 1290, &rwd were
looking good for a 'e”“li

The match L
to-head batile petw
England team-mates - R
who pulled the strings a

of the R's midfield, and
player/manager, Glenn Hc

Sky s <hif
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Bircham’s high hopes for up-and-coming R’s

MARC Bircham knows what it takes
to pull on the famous QPR jersey

- and the club’s Under-21s coach

is excited about the next crop of
youngsters aiming to make the step
up to first-team level ahead of the
new 2013/14 campaign.

In pre-season alone, no fewer than
six elite development squad members
have represented their respective
countries at under-21 level.

And Bircham - who made 167
appearances for Rangers during his
professional career - believes the
young R’s are being rewarded for
their hard work, both in and away
from W12 during loan spells in The
Football League

"I've been working with a lot of
these lads since they were 14 or 15"
Bircham told Hoops, “and it's a real
bonus to see so many of them making
the step up to international football

“Playing for the under-21s is a big
thing. make no mistake about it. Credit
to the lads - they've worked hard
both here and away from the club on
loan and thay've got their rewards.”

Bircham guided the R'sto a
fifth-place finish in the Professional
Development League 2 South last term

While the EDS boss was pleased
with his side’s final league position,
ahead of the new season he maintains
performances - and not results
remain the most important thing

“Last season wasn't about the EDS
team winning the league, that was
never a priority for me,” he said. “I
didn't lock at the league tabile once!

“Someone told me at Christmas
that we were top of the league and it
was at that stage thal we sent a few
of the lads out on loan.

46 HOOPRS

“To get eight players out on loan
at league teams I1s very good at any
club, so we're delighted

“That's always been our plan, to
try to get plavers out on loan. If we
can get the same number out as las
season, that would be great.”

The new campaign also sees
Bircham inherit several of last season’s
title-winning Under-18s, including
attacking trio Dyian Carreiro, Michael

—

Psatrasso (both Canada) and Peter To ge‘r eight players
kapetis (Australia). who have all out on loan at
shone on international duty over the ’
summer break league teams Is very
“They all played games for me last good at any club,
season, so they're no strangers.” hesaid. SO we're delighted. ..
"The best thing is they've all got a If we can get the

great work ethic which [Under-18s
manager | Steve Gallen drilled into
themn last year, so they won't have
any problem slotting straight back in.”

same numiber out
as last season, that
would be great.”




Under-18s kick-off new season with a win

STEVE Gallen’s Under-18s picked
up where they left off recently
with a 2-1 win against Brentford
in their Professional Development
League 2 opener.

Fresh from winning the division last
season, Rangers got their title defence
underway In the best possible fashion.

Despite trailing at the break to a
strike from Brentford's Kojo Awotwi,
QPR hit back early on in the second
haif thanks to an own goal before
Nathan Corkery fired the winner six
minutes later to hand the R's all
three points

Speaking to Hoops, Gallen was
pleased with the way his side
responded after falling behind

“There's no hiding from the fact
that we are the champions and
teams will want to beat us this
season,” he said. "But credit to the
plavers for the way they stood up
after going a goal behind.

“We started well but we lost our
way a bit and Brentford dominated
the first half. albeit without really
hurting us

“"Coming in at 1-O down was a bit
harsh on the lads as their goal came
just seconds before haif-time. However,
we reorganised after the bresk and

startad the second half on fir
Rangers’ equaliser came in the 46th
minute when Ryan Young's cress
into the Brentford box was dropped
by the Bees ‘keeper into his own net
when under pressure from Tyrell
Mitford, before Corkery grabbed the
decisive third goal 12 minutes later

st made it thr

1]

recejved treatment having been
felled inside the box.

Gallen expressad his frustration
after his side failed to make victory
more comforiable, but was ultimatelh
relieved to begin the new campaign
with maximum points

“That's the third e have
missed in the last tw mes, SO wea

will have to work on that,” he admitted.
‘In the last 10 minutes of the 1

was a bit disappointed as we |
bit and tried to hold on to th

want us to play for the f

out it was good

both teams al
QPR: Sm

¢
C

-t
Q
(%3]
~t
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Mitchell, Mitford, Corkery (Williams

67), Shodipo




WATCH THE R’S
TRAIN AT
LOFTUS ROAD

TUESDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 2013
TURNSTILES OPEN FROM 10.30AM

£2 TRUST DONATION FOR ADULTS

For more information, please visit www.gpr.co.uk




getting fo know...

Date of birth: 20/05/1296
Birthplace: Elackpool

Position: Centre-b

Left/right footed:

| &

Weaknesses: Right foot

If you could liken yourself
to one player, it would

be: Rio Ferdinand

If you could play
alongside one player,
it would be:

A R T
Nemanja Vidic

Biggest influence on
your career, and why:

1 eCknam -

his style

If you weren't

playing football

as a career,
you’d be:

| Ann't leroiar
| GONR T KNOW:

Hobbies outside
football: P53 and Xbox

Something

we might not
know about
you: | grew up in

Blscler

NG UK OO

Superstition(s): None

Music: BnB. rap. classical

Film: Friday

TV programme: The Or
VWay Is Fssex

A\

For the season: Flay

and for the Under

For the future: Play for th

RIS £ - -~
QPK first team

The Ol




Supporting

Foothall ~;

-

Foundation

www.footballfoundation.org.uk
@FootballFoundtn

improving facilities » creating opportunities * building communities
Charity No 1079309 Company No 3876305 =
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Football, rugby, Football

cricket and reading

Miles Storey

Joey Barton
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WORDSEARCH

Can you find the players
from QPR's League Cup
winning side of 1967?

i
i
i
]
i

ALLEN
HAZEUL
HUNT
KEEN
LANGLEY
LAZARUS
MARSH
MORGAN
SANDERSON
SIBLEY
SPRINGETT

~ = NIMOWVN=-{20S —
I CPNANWOX—
M>»O00O0<<ITOPIXNO
NZT=-OrZ <ZZTIOo
POPEI-ODPOOVZE0O
Tr~rXTOMMONM=-r~ X
<mMPOXTOVAOMPIDE
< <NrFOO0OXRXRZXITCM
XXOUVNMNFrNIO—-IXC-—
ZSTr-MXVODVDOTWNV

TPIAIVICZ=-—rTI
CNCSODWV=-DODmrmMm=<OOWV

T = = - —



-

Can you guess where the football is
in this picture from our recent win
against Ipswich Town?

R e e

Birthday
greetings to...
Farren Dovis
Austin Harris
Albert Mcleon
Mala Wood

Adgm Horsman

PN i
{onor Hughes

Alex Walten

Jock Dondson

Alex Thorpe
..who have
celebrated over
the long weekend

To...

Oflie Brown
Homy Corter
Ronnie Govin
Blake Bar
Henry Brut
Olivig Winn

Josh Manhood
..who are
celebrating today

on

Stephen Lee

Emimi Stevenson

Christopher Murchan
Oscar Orman

~.who will be
celebrating
tomorrow

Can you identify
the QPR player
pictured above?

1
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]
1
1
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1
1
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1
1
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'
1
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]
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1
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1
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1
1
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1
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1
]
1
[
1
]
1
i
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And to...

Joseph O'Donoghue
Sam Riddick
Bill Demuth

Ned Howarg-Vyse
Alfie Horriott

Alex Reed

foseph Ronan

Mason Morigrty-Shim
Conor Sheehan

Hari Borreclough
Ellg Dore-Wright
Robyn OToole

Ewon McWhirter
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1
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Emmie Sheshan- 1
1
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]
'
1
1
i
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]
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]
1
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Groce Munra

Dane Powell
Samuzl Welton
Maur: Noe

Ryar: Higgs

...who will be
celebrating before
the month is out
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D’F F ERENCE Can you spot the five differences in the pictures?

r = 4 b3 g » % . an g 2
- A IR | AR
F —- A ' e f
& 1 W e i ) O y * . 2 14 ',. _‘.— :

1
1
1
1
1
i
1
1
1
1
I
I
]
1
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
1
1
1

L . L R

________________________________________________________________________________

]

]
i Congratulations to Junior Hoops 1) -1GottaFeeling  chance to read out the team or pick |
! Jonny Byre and Sam O’Lleary. 2) - Love Me Again the warm-up music for one of our !
t Jonny will be reading out the QPR 3) - On My Way upcoming home matches, please '
1 team for this evening’s match, while keep an eye on the official website,
i the players will warm up to Sam's If you're a Junior Hoop between the  www.gpr.co.uk. Details of howto |
! three tracks: ages of 12-16 and would like the enter will be announced soon. -

. e e - - e e —————

FACEOFF

Which three players have
been put together here?

_________________________________
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CUT-OUT AND KEEP
OPR PLAYER CARDS

#2 SHAUN WRIGHT-PHILLIPS ‘)
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LIVE PHONE-IN SHOW

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
Sl

| QPR’S OFFICIAL PHONE-IN SHOW

EQS TH NATURAL ENERGY DI

ENERGY

IN ASS :\: ..v‘.-ﬁ‘l‘! \AATL

WATCH FOR FREE
EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT
BETWEEN 7-8 PM

WWW.QPR.CO.UK




— Our Twitter account went into overdrive
following Tom Hitchcock’s last-gasp winner against
Ipswich Town last time out at Loftus Road...

ix a cobbyqpr ?; aMartinZealey

Ty aRafaFernandez82
a Rofrano . Tom Hit Orming ¢

Ve

#QPRVSWI

Here’s what Hitchcock - and his feam-mates - had fo
say about the youngster’s dream debut...

= @hitchuuu @iy~ @MaxEhmer
Jekas Frobably the best feeling ve ever 3"{’ " Great result ar chuyu
Bd roc Thanks forslthemessages: MG | was sobuzzing e

your snaps!

Tag #OnRTravels in

lj.. § adannysimpson

5 (13T 3 3 that 15. We S = = amarcbircham y el coaler
P Al £ = e . your Instagram and
A LA AT Twitter and

by “rat ‘! S glubang rime mroud ¢ well pic




refreshing |
cranberry § dpple

i Ava!lable from” Boots, Mcﬂ-ﬁsonsg Sainsbury’s and Tesco




WELCOME along to our second
midweek fixture of the season, as we
host Swindon Town in the second
round of the Capttai One Cup

YouTube New season, New Channel

QPR’s official YouTube channel
has recently surpassed the one
mil_!ion views ba_rrier!

www.youtube.com/officialgpr
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- i
B capitalOne Cup Wmﬂ;

STARTING XI SUBS USED

GREEN SIMPSON  ONUOHA

FAURLIN 1 JOHNSON)
MURFHY SIMPSON1 DUND F 2

HOILETT AUSTINO

i

GREEN SIMPSON = HOILETTY STIN JOHNSD T
SREEN SMPSON BARTOR T AUSTIN 2 E ITC ¥
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31.08.2013

Capacity: 38.460

Sat Nav: LS11 OES

www leedsunited.com

Getting there by train:
Leeds train station 1
arou

walk frol

either take a taxi or one
of the shuttle buse
that run from near tf

station to the ground

Distance from
Loftus Road:

On the roaad:

Preview: Leeds United boss Brian
McDermott will be under pressure to
deliver promotion this season. The
end of this campaign will mark 10
years since the club were relegated
from the top flight. GFH Capital’s
takeover last term saw them install
McDermott as boss in April after
ex-QPR manager Neil Warnock

failed to guide Leeds to a top-six
finish. But the Whites have enjoyed

a positive start this time around

and McDermott’s credentials in the
second tier of English footbsll are well
known. A losing play-off finalist with
Reading in his first seascn in charge at
the Madejski Stadium, 12 months later
he guided the Berkshire outfit into
the Premier League as champions.
Daoing the same with Leeds will
prove more difficult, however the
Elland Road faithful will be expectant
and some shrewd signings so far
have bolstered a squad that already
boasts talent like Sam Byram, Ross
McCormack and Aidan White.

Last time at Elland Road:
Saturday 18th December 2010 -

Championship — Leeds Utd 2, QPR O
Max Gradel's deadly double put

QPR to the sword against fellow
promoticn-chasers Leeds. The
influential midfielder was at his very
best, notching goals either side of
half-time to hand the in-form hosts
another impressive victory. Leeds
opened the scoring in the 25th
minute, after Gradel got on the end
of Jonny Howson's knock-down to
fire home from close range. The R's
enjoyed a fair amount of possession
in the opening minutes of the secend
half but were again undone by the
lively Gradel, who grabbed his and

L eeds’ second goal in the 7ist minute.
The attacker broke at pace and, when
he slid past Fitz Hall, made no mistake
to blast a low effort past Paddy Kenny
from 12 yards to ensure the win

Did you know? _eeds once failed

to win an away game for over eight
years (March 18th 1932 to August
30th 1947 This was much to do with
Lthe Second World War, although
they were winless on the road for the
entirety of the 1946/47 campaign
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prices

Plat. Gold Silver Bronze

prices

Plat. Gold Silver Bronze

ALL TICKETS
ARE SUBJECT
TO AVAILABILITY

MEMBERS PRICES

LOYALTY POINTS

&\ LOFTUSROADISA
NO-SM G VENUE

LEEDS UNITED v GPR

Sky Bet Championship
Saturday 31st August 2013
Kick-Off 12.15pm

Loyalty Points: 7

Currently on sale to: Generzl sale.
Any unsold tickets will be retumed at
12noon on Thursday 29th August for
sale on the day

Prices:

£34 Adults

£23 Seniors Over 60/Full-Time
Students 22+/16-21s

£16 Under 165

Wheelchair/ambulant prices as above.
Disabled fans should use Car Park

B as it is close to the main entrance.
FREE for Blue Badge holders. Spaces
are extremely limited and issued on a
first-come, first-served basis. Headsels
for match commentary are available
for visually impaired supporters. A £20
deposit required. Please contact Tracey
Lazenby on OTI3 367 6178 in advance
Coach travel: The coach will depart
Loftus Road at 6.30am and 7am from
the Target Roundabout. Prices - £32
Adults, £21 Seniors O60/Young Adults
U21, £12 Under 16s.

Sky Bet Championship
Saturday 14th September
Kick-Off 3pm

QPR v BIRMINGHAM CITY 3

Tickets are now on sale to season
ticket holders and members. Fans
can purchase up to six tickets during
this pre-sale and members can get
cone of the tickets within their order at
the discounted member price. Asa
special ‘back-to-school’ offer for this
fixture, the club are offering season
ticket holders and members the
opportunity to purchase junior tickets
in the School End Lower Tier (blocks
Z1-Z6) for just £5 during the pre-sale
Please note, there must be at least one
accompanying adult in each booking
for this offer. The season ticket holder

' QPR v BRIGHTON
- Sky Bet Championship

- and member pre-sale for this fixture
- runs until 5pm on Wednesday 28th

- August. Prices in other areas of the

- stadium are not affected by this offer

Wednesday 18th September ==

Kick-Off 7.45pm

- Tickets are now on sale to season

- ticket holders and members. Fans

: can purchase up to six tickets during
: this pre-sale and members can get

. one of the tickets within their order at
. the discounted member price. Asa

. special ‘back-to-school’ offer for this

. fixture, the club are offering season

. ticket holders and members the

: opportunity to purchase junior tickets
- in the School End Lower Tier (blocks
- Z1-Z6) for just £10 during the pre-sale.

Please note, there must be at least one

: accompanying adult in each booking
- for this offer. The season ticket holder
- and member pre-sale for this fixture

* runs until 5pm on Wednesday 28th

- August. Prices in other areas of the

- stadium are not affected by this offer
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T'S BARLY DAYS, BUT GOOD THINGS AlRE HAPPENING...

= | ALWAYS get excited when

QPR play in the League Cup

- simply for the fact that when
we won it in 1967, it was, in my
opinion, during the greatest
period yet for Queens Park Rangers
Football Club.

Don't forget that QPR did a league
and cup double that season! A feat
that will be very hard to replicate ever
again. It's something that we can still
be very proud of.

It's almost like | expect
QPR to do well in
the League Cup
- | don't know
why that is, it's
probably just
based on those
memories, |
guess.

64 HOOPS |

Qur cup win came over 46 years ago
now and it certainly doesn't feel like
that long

Queens Park Rangers are a cult
football club. | was in Hong Kong

a few years ago. and scmebody
came up to me in a bar and said, "'Oh,
Rodney, how's it all going?’ | said,
‘Fine, how are you? And he said, ‘I'm
a QPR fan!

You find QPR fans evervwhere

you go. It's amazing. You could
understand it if they were
Manchester United supporters, but
Rangers really are a cult football club
- and that always gives me a little bit
of a tingle.

Good start

Before Saturday’s trip to Bolton, it
had been an excellent start to the
season for Rangers.

| said at the start of the campaign
that the first six games were critical,
and we've started really, really well in
my opIinion

The biggest thing for me in our win
over Ipswich was the clean sheet.

| do love clean sheets early on in the
season, as I've already said many
times in this column. If you get two or
three clean sheets early on, you begin
to believe in vourselves. Defensively,
you feel stronger. I'm sure Harry tells
the players that, as well,

| like those 1-0 and 2-0O wins. It doesn't
have to be 4-3 every game.
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Happy for Hitch
Tom Hitchcock scoring on his debut
was wonderful. It’s early days. and we

Any ofher business
As the summer transfer window
deadline looms large, | do think
there's 3 little bit more busingss to be
done by QPR in the market.

I would still like to see one more
forward player, as well as a midfielder
that can carrv the ball forward, as I've

mustn't get carried away. but there's

already mentioned previously. A I
a lot of good things happening at 9

Queens Park Rangers.

Youngsters coming through the ranks
is what it's all about - that's what the
fans like to see.

Fundamentally, | think that’s what

makes a great football club - even
though you sometimes have to go
cut and buy players.

I love it when youngsters come
through. As an 18-year-old kid. |
scored the winning goal on my debut
for Fulham against Aston Villa, and

| know how Tom would have felt. it
was fantastic.

| think Swindon will come to Loftus Ag]

Road with a little bit of anxiety
tonight, certainly if QPR have
maintained their unbeaten start to the
season at Bolton on Saturday.

When you play against an unbeaten
eam early in the season, you think,
‘We've got to be on our toes here’

I'm confident QPR will reach
the third round come the end of
tonight
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WE ARE QPR

Send your messages and phofos fo matiw@gpr.co.uk
for inclusion in the official maichday programme

Anthony
Fogden would
like to thank
| all R's fans for
| their donations
after he recently
completed
the London
to Brighton
bike ride. After
riding 302 miles in four days,
Anthony managed to raise
£4,600 for The Hospice of
St Francis in Berkhamsted,
Hertfordshire. Congratulations
on your achievement.

Here is a photo of a painting
by Junior Hoop Barney Power,
aged eight, entitled "Stepping
into my Future’. It won a prize
at his school's annual art show
exhibition.
Well done,
Barney!

Richie
Harper,
born on

FANS’ OPEN DAY

LOFTUS Road will play host
to a fans’ open day in early
September, as the club opens
its doors to its loyal supporters
for what promises to be a day to
remember in Wi2.

Tuesday 3rd September is the
date for your diary, on a day when
R's fans will be able to get closer

to the action by watching the first-

team sguad train on the Loftus
Road playing surface.

Following on from the succass
of previous years, doors to the
West Paddock will open at

10.30am, with the event scheduled

to finish at 1230pm.

Entry for under 18s is free
(when accompanied by a parent
or guardian), while aduilts will
be asked to pay a £2 donation,
with all proceeds going to our
charitable arm, QPR in the
Community Trust.

ool
: BOth birthday 'Big
: Ron' Baldwin! Ron
: from Basingstoke
: is a lifelong GPR
: fan, as was his
: father. He has
: handed on the
: honour to his
. three children, Rich, Steve
¢ and Frances and, in turn, his
: grandchildren.

© Meet one of QPR's

August 7th to
proud parents
Richard Harper and
Samantha Weller,
brothers Reice and
Alfie and sisters
Ellie and Kayleigh

Happy

newest supporters
- -month-old
Alexander Jordan
Corpuz.

i Happy 57th
| birthday Richard and a

Aside from the
on-pitch activities,
which will culminate
in a penalty shoot-
out for Rs fans to

| long and restful early

{ retirement! Love

{ from Moira, Jack and
Stewart.

Happy

i birthday
Laura

Field, from
Mum, Dad,
Simon and
Wispa.
Here are
some cakes
mum Geraldine made

especially!

remember for R's
fans of all ages.
BLEASE NOTE-
we are aware the
date of the open day

cast their eye over,
club mascots Jude and Spark wil
be in attendance, and the QPR
Superstore - which will be open
from 9am to 5pm — will be running
a special promotion, with free
printing available on children's
shirts purchased on the day!

The West Paddock kiosks
will be open throughout the
morning for refreshments and the
players will be on hand to sign
autographs and pose for photos,
50 den't forget to bring your
camera along to savour every
minute of the day. The ciub looks
forward to sharing this special
occasion with our supporters in
what promises to be aday o

=l COINCICES With some
children retuming to school, but
owing to the schedule this was the
only day we could host the event.

A lot of schools in the local
area don't return to schoo! unitil
September 5th - and we were
keen to continue the tradition of
the event this surmmer:

Qur Under-18 fixture at Loftus
Road 24 hours earlier. coupled
with the Iate transier window
deadline this summer, meant this
was the only date available.

We apologise to those
supporters who are unable to
attend and plans are already in
place for another openday at
Loftus Road iater this season.




A BORN
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HE ALREADY SPENDS HALF HIS TIME
CRYING AND SCREAMING.

ENJOY COMPETITIONS,
EXCLUSIVE CONTENT
AND MORE AT

£i1/CAPITALONEUK

Capifal(Oye. il

® )
THE CREDIT CARD THAT SUPPORTS THE SUPPORTERS ]

PROUD SPONSORS OF THE CAPITAL ONE CUP
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